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In summer of 2023 
Mayor Bruce Harrell released 
the Downtown Activation 
Plan 









This year Seattle will complete 
construction and open a string of new 
waterfront public spaces. 



Seattle restored supports small 
local businesses and artists to fill 
vacant storefronts.





City of Seattle considerations for the WOSCA site

ǒ Contributing to Downtown Recovery 
ǍɅǱ ñǸǍʌʌȺǸẏɾ ɾɐʔʌț ʭǍʌǸɶȒɶɐɅʌ 

ǒ Creation of a hub for m aritime 
training, skills and innovation 

ǒ Creation of economic development 
opportunities in partnership with the 
Port of Seattle 

ǒ Capitalizing on event -related 
gathering and hospitality 
opportunities in the stadium district 
immediately adjacent

ǒ Uses that will support neighborhood 
residents and the local business 
community



Thank you.
Adiam.Emery@Seattle.gov



Mike Gribner
Deputy Secretary
Washington State Department of 
Transportation
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Directly representing 582 million residents 
and 20% of the global economy

C40 is a network of mayors of nearly 100 
world -leading cities collaborating to deliver 
the urgent action needed to confront the 
climate crisis and to create greener and fairer 
urban spaces .

C40 Cities



Why does urban 
planning and design 
matter for climate 
action?

ẌuɅʌǸȓɶǍʌǸǱ ɾɳǍʌȡǍȺ ɳȺǍɅɅȡɅȓ ʌɐ 
achieve compact and 

resource -efficient urban 
growth through co -location of 

residences and jobs, mixed 
land use, and transit -oriented 
development could reduce 

GHG emissions between 23 -
26% by 2050 compared to the 

business -as-ʔɾʔǍȺ ɾǪǸɅǍɶȡɐṣẍ 

IPCC report, April 2022
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What is Reinventing Cities?
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MKNO, 
Paris

ǒ Global competition to stimulate sustainable development and innovative solutions to 
environmental and urban challenges. 

ǒ Create a space where cities and private sector can collaborate for zero -carbon urban 
regeneration.

ǒ Invites creative professionals including architects, developers and environmentalists to 
transform underutilized urban sites into sustainable & community -focused projects.



Participating Cities

SINGAPORE

MILAN

ROMEMADRID

CAPE TOWN

REYKJAVIK

MONTRÉAL

CHICAGO

OSLO

PARIS

HOUSTON

SAN FRANCISCO

AUCKLAND

SÃO PAULO

PHOENIX

GLASGOW

BOLOGNA

NAPLES

LYON

PALERMO

SANTIAGO

NEW YORK

SAN ANTONIO

BILBAO

BRUSSELS

VENICE

SEATTLE

ALMERE
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28 CITIES ENGAGED

3500+ BUSINESSES

40 WINNING PROJECTS

15 CITIES IN NEW EDITION



10 Climate 
Challenges 

Green buildings 
& energy

Clean 
construction

Low -carbon 
mobility

Climate
resilience

Circular resources

Inclusion & 
community

High -quality 
design

Sustainable
lifestyle

Water 
management

Urban nature

Competition Framework 
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The Kelsey Civic Centre 
San Francisco
Ṝ The Kelsey Civic Centre transforms an underutilised 

site into an all -electric, zero -carbon, disability -
forward and 100% affordable housing project .

Ṝ 112 homes and communal spaces for San Franciscans 
of all abilities, incomes, and backgrounds.

Ṝ Zero -carbon project including the use of low carbon 
concrete, wood, and other natural materials.
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Haleco
Montréal

Ṝ Haleco transforms a satellite service yard to create a 
new living and meeting place.

Ṝ LEED Platinum project.

Ṝ 327 residential units with 40 community housing units, 
powered by 100% renewable energy. 

Ṝ Amenities including active ground floor, zero -waste 
market, a bike repair centre, and a Fablab
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Sunnyside Energy
Houston

Ṝ Sunnyside Energy transforms a former landfill into the 
largest urban solar farm in the US. 70 MW of solar 
panels will be installed over 224 acres.

Ṝ The project will generate electricity to supply 12,000 
homes and will provide power discounts for low -
income residents .

Ṝ Urban farm & training center for biodiversity , 
including aquaponics, bee keeping, bioremediation 
and native plants.
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Contacts: 

reinventingcities@c40.org

c40reinventingcities.org

Campo Urbano, Rome

ẬÿțǸ éǸȡɅʬǸɅʌȡɅȓ >ȡʌȡǸɾ ǪɐɃɳǸʌȡʌȡɐɅ țǍɾ ȡɅɾɳȡɶǸǱ 

exactly the inventive collaboration we need to 

combat the climate crisis .

It is more than an innovative competition - it is 

providing vital solutions to build the urban future 

ʭǸ ʭǍɅʌṾậ

Mark Watts, C40 Executive Director
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Kris Abrudan
Communications Director at Washington 
State Department of Transportation



City / City 
partner propose

underused sites , ready 
for redevelopment  

C40
organises the global call 

for projects

Creative teams
present their best 

proposals to redevelop 
the site

How it works?
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State & City -specific 
Requirements

Competition Framework

Regulations & Guidance



10 Climate 
Challenges 

Green buildings 
& energy

Clean 
construction

Low -carbon 
mobility

Climate
resilience

Circular resources

Inclusion & 
community

High -quality 
design

Sustainable
lifestyle

Water 
management

Urban nature

Reinventing Cities 
framework
Common objectives that urban 
projects are invited to address.

Competition Framework 
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Å Washington and Oregon Shippers 
Cooperative Association = WOSCA 
site indicative of its history

Å Size - 5-acre parcel of vacant land 
Å Ready for new life after a decade of 

use as a construction staging area. 
Å Uniquely positioned - Puget Sound 
ʭǍʌǸɶȒɶɐɅʌṞ ʌțǸ Ǫȡʌʳẏɾ ɳɶɐȒǸɾɾȡɐɅǍȺ 
sports stadiums that will host 
matches during the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup, downtown neighborhoods, and 
ñǸǍʌʌȺǸẏɾ ȡɅǱʔɾʌɶȡǍȺ ȺǍɅǱ ǩǍɾǸṣ

WOSCA site history



© Alexis Gonzalez /  Getty Images

The Kelsey Civic Center,
San Francisco

Site use timeline

Short term, temporary use to support FIFA 
activities (summer 2026)
- Provide essential multimodal transportation hub 
to support World Cup crowds.
- Offers the public a preview of upcoming 
permanent redevelopment.
- Unlikely for construction of permanent uses to be 
complete by summer of 2026. 
- This creates space for community engagement 
throughout the procurement process.

______________

Long term - Construction of a permanent
redevelopment to commence in 2027 or 2028. The
permanent redevelopment is the focus of the C40 
Reinventing Cities competition.



Site development 
priorities

ǒ EɐʭɅʌɐʭɅ éǸǪɐʬǸɶʳ ǍɅǱ ñǸǍʌʌȺǸẏɾ ñɐʔʌț 
Waterfront 

ǒ Other Maritime Training, Skills and Innovation

ǒ Port of Seattle -led Economic Development

ǒ Event -Related Gathering and Hospitality

ǒ Neighborhood Supporting Uses and Amenity



Shared city & 
WSDOT priorities

ǒ Responsiveness to the >ȡʌʳẏɾ ɃǍɶȡʌȡɃǸ țǸɶȡʌǍȓǸ 
and support for equitable employment 
opportunities in the maritime sectors. Location 
of the WSF headquarters is an element of this 
priority.

ǒ Existing City and State climate action plans . 
Consideration of low or no -carbon energy 
profiles, and innovative building materials 
including mass timber.

ǒ Downtown and neighborhood revitalization .
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Reinventing Cities aims to encourage new types of collaboration between development 
teams to create innovative projects.

ǒ Multidisciplinary teams including architects, planners, environmental experts, 

community groups, developers, start -ups etc.

ǒ Include at least an architect/ planner & environmental expert

ǒ Have financial capacity to implement the project (not required in phase 1)

Participating teams


