
Share your vision to 
transform urban spaces 
into green & thriving 
neighbourhoods. 

Recipe for Future Living, Oslo

 

Bogota Winning Team 
2021

Students 
Reinventing Cities 
Freetown



Webinar
Agenda 

1. Welcome & Introduction (5’)

2. Competition Framework (20’)
Ellie White | Reinventing Cities Project 
Officer, C40 Cities 
Costanza De Stefani | Reinventing Cities 
Project Manager, C40 Cities 

3. Site Presentation (20’)
John Miracle Saccoh | Environmental 
Assistant, Freetown City Council 

4. Q&A (15’)



AFRICA: ABIDJAN – ACCRA – ADDIS ABABA – CAPE TOWN – DAKAR – DAR ES SALAAM – DURBAN (ETHEKWINI) – EKURHULENI – FREETOWN – JOHANNESBURG – LAGOS – NAIROBI – TSHWANE | CENTRAL 
EAST ASIA: BEIJING 

CHENGDU – DALIAN – FUZHOU – GUANGZHOU – HANGZHOU – HONG KONG – NANJING – SHANGHAI – SHENZEN – QINGDAO – WUHAN – ZHENJIANG | EAST, SOUTHEAST ASIA & OCEANIA: AUCKLAND – 
BANGKOK – HANOI 

HO CHI MINH CITY – JAKARTA – KUALA LUMPUR – MELBOURNE – QUEZON CITY – SEOUL – SINGAPORE – SYDNEY – TOKYO – YOKOHAMA | EUROPE: AMSTERDAM – ATHENS – BARCELONA – BERLIN – 
COPENHAGEN – HEIDELBERG 

ISTANBUL – LISBON – LONDON – MADRID – MILAN – OSLO – PARIS – ROME – ROTTERDAM – STOCKHOLM – TEL AVIV – WARSAW | LATIN AMERICA: BOGOTÁ – BUENOS AIRES – CURITIBA – GUADALAJARA – 
LIMA MEDELLÍN 

MEXICO CITY – RIO DE JANEIRO – SALVADOR – SÃO PAULO – SANTIAGO – QUITO | NORTH AMERICA: AUSTIN – BOSTON – CHICAGO – HOUSTON – LOS ANGELES – MIAMI – MONTRÉAL – NEW ORLEANS – NEW 
YORK – PHILADELPHIA 

PHOENIX – PORTLAND – SAN FRANCISCO – SEATTLE – TORONTO – VANCOUVER – WASHINGTON DC | SOUTH & WEST ASIA: AHMEDABAD – AMMAN – BENGALURU – CHENNAI – DELHI – DHAKA – DUBAI – 
KARACHI – KOLKATA – MUMBAI 

C40 Cities C40 is a network of mayors of nearly 100 
world-leading cities collaborating to deliver the 
urgent action needed right now to confront the 
climate crisis. 

Directly representing just under 600 million residents.
Making up more than 20% of the global economy.
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Why do cities matter?

Cities occupy 

2% 
of the world’s 

landmass

Cities 
generate over 

80%
of the 

world’s GDP

Cities 
create over 

70%
of energy-related 
greenhouse gas 

emissions

Cities consume 
around 

75% 
of the world’s 

energy



Lack of facilitiesLong commutes Poor air qualityPoor quality of 
life

The urban model of the 20th Century led to the development of car-oriented 
public spaces, specialisation of neighbourhoods and urban sprawl. 
Cities are seeking new design models to transform urban life.
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© George Pachantouris

Integrated spatial planning for more compact and 
efficient urban growth, through proximity, mixed use & 
Transit-Oriented Development, could reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 23-26% by 2050.

IPCC, April 2022



For university students (all ages & disciplines) & 
youth to form multi-disciplinary teams and 

collaborate with cities.

To reimagine urban spaces into green & thriving 
neighbourhoods, aligning with city priorities.

An international competition that celebrates 
innovative proposals that reduce emissions and 

improve quality of life.

What is Students 
Reinventing Cities?

New Orleans WInners 2023 | Team ReNew Orleans
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How does it work?

Cities identify sites 
they would like to 

transform & 
revitalize 

C40 organises the 
international 
competition

Youth form teams 
and submit their 
best proposals to 

regenerate the 
urban areas



     Who can apply?

● University students of any 
age & discipline (registered 
in 2023/24 academic year).

● Young people (18-28).

● Local and international 
participants.

● Mixed & multidisciplinary 
teams highly encouraged.

● No maximum number of 
team members.

Lisbon Winners 2023 | Team Dreamers Inc.



A growing global movement

BUENOS AIRES

ATHENS

DELHI

DAKAR

BOGOTA

QUITO

QUEZON CITY

DUBAI

MADRID

REYKJAVIK

MONTRÉAL
CHICAGO

BARCELONA

WASHINGTON

SEATTLE

AUCKLAND

PARIS

MELBOURNE

3 editions 
17 cities this year & 39 in total 
2000+ international students

220+ universities

AMMAN
CHENGDU

DURBAN

SÃO PAULO

ZHENJIANG

FREETOWN

MILAN

NEW ORLEANS

LISBON
ROMA

JOHANNESBURG

ADDIS ABABA
LOS ANGELES

TORONTO

SALVADOR

CURITIBA

WUHAN

TEL AVIV

GUADALAJARA 

LONDON
COPENHAGEN



Global success of the competition 



15 minute City 
Paris, Milan, Rome

Superblock
Barcelona 20-minute Neighbourhood

Melbourne

Vital Neighbourhood
Bogota

Complete Neighbourhood
Portland

15-minute Community Life Circle
Chengdu

Wellbeing City
Buenos Aires

Liveable Neighbourhood
Glasgow

And many more…

The Proximity Approach

 

Monocentric Polycentric

Mix of people and a wide range of 
housing choices.
Mix of uses with integrated local 
amenities and services.
Public spaces that are designed around 
the needs of the people.



Complete 
neighbourhood

People-centred 
streets & mobility

Connected 
places

A place for 
everyone

Clean construction

Green energy 
& buildings

Circular resources

Sustainable 
living 

Green 
economy

Green spaces
& climate resilience

Designing Green & Thriving 
Neighbourhoods, a cross-sectoral & 
holistic design approach that maximises 
environmental & social benefits.

Advocating the proximity model - a 
model of polycentric city made of 
multiple complete neighbourhoods. 

 THRIVING
Resilient & 

people-
centred place

GREEN
Pathway to 
near-zero 
emissions

Competition Framework 
Green & Thriving 
Neighbourhoods 



City Priorities 

Quality of Team 

Green & Thriving 
Solutions 

Feasibility 

Develop proposals to reimagine an 
urban area considering:

Consider cost, technicality, & timeline

 

Align with city’s Climate Action Plan & 
redevelopment expectations

Design approach, variety of expertise, work 
with stakeholders & additional research

Solutions to reduce emissions & improve 
quality of life

Step8- 2021 SRC Quito WInners

Balvanera 2030, Buenos Aires 
Winners 2021



What’s required in your proposal

Description of 
the team

Explain how 
team worked 

together

Use template

Updated Team 
Form 

Design concept

Environmental 
assessment

Analysis of 
benefits 

10 pages

Project Proposal 

1 digital 
illustration 

board

3 high-res 
images/ 

drawings

Graphic 
Presentation

 
Budget, 

timeframes & 
challenges 

Compliance with 
local regulations

Stakeholders & 
responsibilities

3 pages 

Implementation 
Plan 



Winning teams 
awards
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Receive coverage in local & global 
communication campaigns

Present work & connect with city 
officials & leading sectors

Receive city-specific prizes
(e.g implementation consideration, 

internships, exhibitions) 

Eco-Barrio 7 de Agosto, Bogota winning team

Official certificate signed by the Mayor 
& Executive Director of C40



Regulations & Guidance
(Application Guidelines page)

Site Form + Dataroom
(Sites in competition page) 

Visit www.c40reinventingcities.org/en/students/

Competition Documentation



Common 
documents

For each site: Site 
Form, Dataroom & 

Question Box



November 2023

Competition Launch
Info about all sites & cities live on 
the website. Team Registration 
open.

Teams Registration 
Deadline
Students form teams and 
register online.

Selection of winning 
projects 
City, C40 and local experts 
form a jury to select the 
winning team.

Project Submission 
Deadline 
Teams submit a completed 
proposal.

21 March 2024 20 June 2024 July  2024

Competition Timeline

Announcement of 
winners 
Prizes and media 
coverage.

September 2024

Exceptions for London 
& Buenos Aires



Download and
 fill out the team form

Upload the form
 via the registration 

portal 

Register your team 

21 March 2024
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c40reinventingcities.org
21

Fab For Future, Milan winners 2023

A Green & Just future is 
the future we want. 

Join the Students 
Reinventing Cities Network



C40 STUDENTS 
REINVENTING CITIES

Proposed Development of the United Polio 
Brothers and Sisters Association (UPBSA) Site 

Kissy, Freetown, Sierra Leone

John Miracle Saccoh

Environmental Assistant



FREETOWN’S CLIMATE ACTION STRATEGY
M

it
ig

at
io

n Goal
❑  Commitment to being a net zero emissions 

city by 2050.

❑  Leverage support for improving the 
liveability of the city and the health & 
well-being of its residents. 

❑ This pledge will complement the national 
government's mitigation commitments on 
energy, transportation, sanitation, and waste 
management.

Target

❑ Reduce GHG emissions by at least 44% by 
2050 compared to the base year (2018) level 
and an interim target of 13% below base year 
levels by 2030.

A
d

ap
ta

ti
o

n

Goal 

❑ Create climate-resilient people, infrastructure and city 
systems by 2030. 

❑ Build the institutional capacity and enabling environment 
required to adapt to climate-related hazards and natural 
disasters by 2030.

Target

❑ Significantly increase funding allocated annually to 
adaptation projects by 2030.

❑ Establish a functional and well-funded climate action and 
disaster risk management unit in the City by 2030.



Social Players

Private Players

Public Players

Multi-Stakeholder
Working groups

Who

• Health

• Water

• Sanitation
Healthy City

3.

Urban Mobility4.

• Education
• Skills Development
• Job Creation (focus: tourism)
• Disabilities

Human 
Development

2. Women
&

Girls

 Resilience
1.

• Environmental Management

• Urban Planning and Housing

• Revenue Mobilization

Clusters 11 Priority Sectors

How



THE UNITED POLIO BROTHERS AND SISTERS ASSOCIATION 
SITE

❑ It is owned by Freetown City Council (FCC) and leased to 

stakeholders, including the UPBSA. 

❑ 95 stakeholders (including children) are involved in activities 

within the site. 

❑ As the legal custodian of the land, FCC can propose 

development for the site in consultation with the community.

❑ Currently operates as a multifunctional space and encapsulates 

a dynamic blend of elements, including but not limited to: a 

garbage collection transfer station (operated by FCC as a 

separate entity); training school, workshops, vehicle 

maintenance unit, retail units, and temporary residential 

units. 

❑ Located at Lower Parsonage Street, Kissy Shell, on the east end of Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

❑ It houses a diverse community of people who are affected by Polio. They foster unity, peace, and 

strength amongst themselves.



SITE OVERVIEW 

Site Area

❑ Total area - 269m long by 103m wide and 160m long by 76m wide. 



KEY SUSTAINABLE ASPIRATION FOR THE SITE 

❑ Energy Preservation:

• Reduced energy consumption 

• Introduce Renewable energy 

❑ Water Preservation: 

• Water harvesting and storage 
facilities

• Water irrigation for watering

❑ Low Pollution: 

• Using more sustainably-sourced and 
recycled materials, such as wood 
(Accoya wood), plastic, and paper

• Use greener building materials that 
help fight global resource depletion



ANTICIPATED SOCIO-ECONOMIC OUTCOMES

❑  A Showroom to display products
❑ Apartments for members  ❑ Workshops

❑  Mini Stores ❑  Urban cooling corridors



ADDITIONAL PHOTOS OF THE SITE

❑  Metal Workshop view from across 
the street

❑ UPBSA Members  ❑ Inside a Workshop

❑  Retailers Outside the Site ❑  Aerial view with the Transfer Station❑  The Transfer Station



Thank you


