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Andrew Sicilia
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Welcome and Presenter Information



C40 Cities 
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Directly representing 582 million residents 
and 20% of the global economy

C40 is a network of mayors of nearly 100 
world-leading cities collaborating to deliver 
the urgent action needed to confront the 
climate crisis and to create greener and fairer 
urban spaces.



Why Students Reinventing Cities?

Building on the mobilization of youth on 
climate change, the competition aims to:

● Create a space for students and 
universities to share their vision of a 
more sustainable and inclusive city 
and generate fresh ideas

● Strengthen students’ knowledge
on the leading solutions, policies and 
technologies for climate change 

● Actively drive collaboration 
between students and city 
governments to deliver new 
approaches for low carbon urban 
development



Success of the previous edition
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BARCELONA
ROME

…and this year we have 12 participating cities
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How it works

Identify sites they 
would like to 
transform & 

revitalize 

Organises the 
international 
competition

Submit their best 
proposals to 

regenerate the 
urban areas

Green & Thriving Neighbourhoods



Competition Framework
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Regulations & Guidance Site Form + Dataroom



Access to information
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Common 
documents

For each site: Site 
Form, Dataroom & 

Question Box



20 October 2022

COMPETITION KICK-OFF
At the C40 Mayors Summit

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE

SELECTION OF THE 
WINNING PROJECTS

TEAMS SUBMIT 
THEIR PROJECT 
(online submission)

30 March 2023 25 May 2023 June 2023

Timeline

WINNERS 
ANNOUNCEMENT & 
COMMS CAMPAIGN  

July-Sept 2023

10 * Timeline may change, refer to site form for specific timeline in cities 



RegistrationPhase 1

Submission process

Teams are only expected to complete a Team Form 
available on the website and register online on the 
site page.



Registration

- Team Form
- Presentation of the Project
- Graphic Presentation
- Implementation Plan

Selection of 1 winning 
team per city

Phase 1

Phase 2

Submission process

Final Proposal

Workshop for teams

*Special mentions may be included



Team composition
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● Include at least 1 current university 
student, enrolled in the 2022-2023 (or 
2023) academic year

● May include youth under 25
● Multidisciplinary teams - students in 

architecture, urbanism, environment, 
engineering, real estate, sociology, 
economy, arts, etc.

● Students from the same/ different 
universities & departments and 
local/ international universities

● 1 member as main point of contact for 
group (must be a current university 
student)



Participating teams
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● Enlarge/ modify their team after 
registration.

● Include a faculty advisor, consult 
external experts and engage with 
stakeholders such as the local 
community and residents.

● Ask questions to the cities and C40 
through the webpage.

Teams can:



Judging criteria
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Jury composed of representatives from the City, C40 & external experts. Jurors names will be 
made public. Evaluation criteria:

● Quality of the team and approach to developing the project

● Quality of design and relevance of the project to the specifics of the site

● Proposed solutions to respond to the 10 principles for a green & thriving neighbourhood

● Feasibility of the project
Note: The competition complies with principles of anonymity, transparency, equal treatment, and non-discrimination. The jury will therefore not 

have access to the name of the team members and of the Universities they are part of and, if applicable, the name of the advisor



Winning teams awards
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Receive an official certificate signed by 
the Mayor & C40 Executive Director

Receive coverage in local & global 
communication campaigns

Be featured in official video sponsored 
by C40 that will celebrate their project

Be invited to present project to business 
leaders/city officials/climate organisations

Be invited to stay involved with an
advisory role for the area + additional
city-specific awards (optional)

Eco-Barrio 7 de Agosto, Bogotá
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Green and 
Thriving 
Neighbourhoods
Costanza De Stefani - Reinventing 
Cities Project Officer, C40 Cities

The Barrio Catalysts, Madrid



Past urban models increasingly promote 
sprawl, car-oriented planning and over-

specialization of city neighbourhoods. 

This model leads to long commutes, poor 
air quality, and a lack of amenities in many 
neighbourhoods, entrenching inequalities, 
perpetuating unsustainable lifestyles, and 
reducing people’s quality of life.

We must find our way back to urbanise in 
harmony with nature and people. 

The Rationale



The 15-minute City is an urban model that allows 
everyone, in every neighbourhood to meet most 
of their daily needs within a short walk or bike 
ride of their home.

Many cities across the world have developed 
similar people-centred approaches using 
various names. 

The latest IPCC report places a particular 
emphasis on the concept of 15-minute City. 
It states that this model can contribute to a 

better spatial planning and reduce GHG 
emissions by 25% by 2050. 

15 minute City
Paris, Milan, Rome

Superblock
Barcelona 20-minute Neighbourhood

Melbourne

Vital Neighbourhood
Bogota

Complete Neighbourhood
Vancouver, Portland

15-minute Community Life Circle
Chengdu

Wellbeing City
Buenos Aires

Liveable Neighbourhood
Glasgow

And many more…

The 15-Minute city/ 20-Minute 
Neighbourhood



The Covid-19 crisis and the development of
remote working has re-emphasized the
importance of the local environment and
proximity, reinforcing the appetite for 15-minute
cities.

The neighbourhood opportunity
A new focus for climate action

The neighbourhood, therefore, appears as 
an ideal scale for pandemic recovery, as 

well as a new focus to respond to the 
urgency of the global climate crisis.



Green & Thriving 
Neighbourhoods

Complete 
neighbourhood

People-centred 
streets & mobility

Connected 
places

A place for 
everyone

Clean construction

Green energy 
& buildings

Circular resources

Sustainable 
living 

Green 
economy

Green spaced
& climate resilience

A cross-sectoral approach

To deliver a green and thriving 
neighbourhood, students must 
integrate different actions and 
approaches.

A Cross-sectoral approach is key to 
maximize the environmental and 
social benefits.

C40 has defined 10 principles for a 
green and thriving neighbourhood for 
students to consider in their projects.

Guidance for students



Photo by Charl Folscher on Unsplash

Examples of actions 
● Re-prioritizing streets for active mobility 

● Reclaiming spaces from cars to develop new uses for 
people (eg. school streets project, placemaking 
actions) 

● Proposing meanwhile uses in vacant plots and 
buildings 

● Implementing programs to support local shops, 
creating shared services hub & co-working places 

● Providing more housing choices  & running 
community engagement process to harness  more 
inclusive and cohesive community

● Harnessing green spaces and using nature based-
solution to tackle urban heat & flood risks 

● Installing community facilities to encourage 
behavioral change (eg. compost facilities, zero waste 
or second hand shops, euse & repair hubs…)

https://unsplash.com/@charlfolscher?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/people-india?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Winning the Students 
Reinventing Cities 
Melbourne Competition
Andrew Sicilia - Graduate Landscape Architect 
at REALMStudios 

Team Planscape, Eastfield 
Shopping Centre, Croydon South 
2021
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Contact: 

students-reinventingcities@c40.org

c40reinventingcities.org

Thank you!
Let’s create
#TheFutureWeWant 



Edgars Road/ Main Street Hub, 
Thomastown

Students Reinventing Cities 
2023 – Melbourne, Australia
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Edgars Road/ Main Street Hub, Thomastown

Source of all Images: Google Maps 2023

Site location within Melbourne
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Edgars Road/ Main Street Hub, Thomastown

'

Major Surrounding Land Uses

7. Catholic School & Church

1

9

87
6 5 4 3

1
2

2. Thomastown Library & Community Centre
3. Thomastown Recreation & Aquatic Centre

4. Bubup Willam Aboriginal Child &  
Family Centre

5. Thomastown Secondary College

6. Thomastown West Primary School

9. Typical area housing8. Edgars Road, Shopping Centre

10. Sports Oval Pavilion

1. Edgars Creek

10
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RMIT Lecture
05/10/22
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Which areas are more liveable in Melbourne?

Liveability Index
(RMIT Urban Observatory)

The Liveability Index is a composite 
indicator calculated based on 13 domains:
• Community Centres,

• Culture and Leisure,

• Early Years,

• Education,

• Health and Social Services,

• Sport and Recreation,

• Food,

• Convenience,

• Walkability,

• Public Transport,

• Public Open Space,

• Housing Affordability, and

• Local Employment.
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Plan Melbourne 2017-2050
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• Insufficient density for walkable neighbourhoods

• Physical and mental health issues 

• Increasing social isolation

• People feel like they don’t have a say in what 
happens in their neighbourhoods

• Car dependency / congestion 

• Limited investment in neighbourhoods

Local Challenges 

20-MINUTE NEIGHBOURHOODS 
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What is a 20-minute neighbourhood?

20-minute neighbourhoods (planning.vic.gov.au)
For more information

The 20-minute neighbourhood is all about ‘living locally’ – giving people the ability to access most of their daily needs 
within a 20-minute return walk from their home, with access to safe cycling and public transport options.

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy-and-strategy/planning-for-melbourne/plan-melbourne/20-minute-neighbourhood
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Why do we want a city of 20-minute neighbourhoods? 

To add a Footer, select 'Insert > Header & Footer' Page 39

20-minute neighbourhoods: 
An organising principle for 
integrating planning 
outcomes 

walking

Home

sustainable transport

Neighbourhood 
Activity Centre 

Major / 
Metro 
Activity 
Centre 
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What makes a 20-minute neighbourhood?
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What makes a 20-minute neighbourhood?
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20-Minute neighbourhood visualisations – before 
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20-minute neighbourhood pilot program 
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2020 - Building on community momentum 
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Edgars Road/ Main Street Hub, Thomastown

Edgars Creek Drain



C40 Student Competition
February 21 2023



Acknowledgement Of Traditional Land Owners

City Of Whittlesea recognise the 
rich Aboriginal heritage of this 
country and acknowledge the 
Wurundjeri Willum Clan and 

Taungurung People as the 
Traditional Owners of lands within 

the municipality. 

Aboriginal Gathering Space 
found in Main 

Street Recreational Reserve



Overview

1. City Of Whittlesea Policy including 
Environmental Strategy

2. Site context priorities
a) Thriving Neighbourhoods
b) Environmental and Greening



Council Goals and Actions

The City of Whittlesea is one of Melbourne’s largest
municipalities and is the proud home to a fast-growing 
and diverse community.

Located in the north of Melbourne, our municipality
spans approximately 490 square kilometres with a mix 
of established suburbs, growth areas and rural 
communities.

By 2040, the City of Whittlesea’s population is 
expected to increase by more than 60 per cent as we 
welcome around 8,000 new residents each year.

Community Plan 2021-2025 -Whittlesea Council
(further information found on link above. E.g. Includes 
Action Plans/W2040 aspiration goals)

https://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/communityplan


Sustainable Environment Strategy 2022-2032



Climate Change Plan 2022-2032



Sustainable Environment Action Plan 2022-2024



Sustainable Subdivision Framework

Considerations for new development
• New voluntary way of looking at 

subdivisional development
• CASBE has an application checklist to test 

achieving sustainable actions based on 
variable development sizes

• This has not been formally adopted by 
Council

Sourced from CASBE
https://www.casbe.org.au/what-we-do/sustainable-subdivisions/



Site context

TRACC

Thomastown 
Station + High 
Street shops

Primary &
Secondary 
Schools

Edgars Rd
Shops

School Community Facilities including Bubup Wilam 
Aboriginal Child And Family Centre, Swimming 
Centre, Neighborhood House, Library etc

Edgars CreekMain Street Recreational 
Reserve



High Level Goals

Priority areas and main expectations
• Precinct planning: to meet current and future 

community needs and support a thriving 20-
minute neighbourhood.

• Connections: to provide safe access for all 
facilities with sustainable transport options. 

• Design: to create a distinctive, inclusive, safe, and 
vibrant public realm.

• Housing diversity: in and around the Hub 
supporting precinct viability, meeting community 
needs.

• Ecological and cultural values: to enhance Edgar's 
Creek corridor via suitable ecological/built form 
interventions such as urban greening, 
biodiversity management, design, and 
interpretation signage.

Goals Of The Area

Many goals of the area are 
found in the Draft 
Thomastown and Lalor Place 
Framework. 

Supported by the community.



High Level Goals

Many goals of the area are found in 
the Draft Thomastown and Lalor 
Place Framework



Thriving Neighbourhoods\Environment & Greening

Considerations include
• Expected to be a green spine to be fully 

connected and form a regional trail
• Reduction to open space m² per residents
• Limited in social infrastructure and respite 

areas
• Concrete channels (Lack of biodiversity)
• Historic Pre-World War 2 Buildings Along Trail 

and Aboriginal Gathering Spaces (Found in 
reserve)

• Westgarthtown
• Zeibel’s Farmhouse

Edgars Creek Trail

Consider
• High cost to remove concrete channel
• Lack of passive surveillance
• Improve better connection/celebrate rich 

Aboriginal History of the area



Thriving Neighbourhoods\Environment & Greening

Considerations include:
• Improving interfaces and accessibility to the site 

to foster diversified uses and extend times and 
days of use

• Addressing connections into, and exploring 
potential connections through, the site

• Addressing the many blank walls with housing 
that turns its back to the school open space. 
Current urban design trends have roads on all 
sides of schools in new developments to 
improve passive surveillance and accessibility. 
Currently the only access to the open space is 
via one road.

• Opportunities to explore other design ideas 
such as building orientation/ private and public 
space interrelations and other opportunities for 
passive surveillance or.

Interfaces/ Civic Land Uses

Community land uses, access



Thriving Neighbourhoods

Considerations include:
• Public realm improvements
• Range of services
• Potential Transport 

connections/improvements
• Appropriate built form including potential 

additional development
• Character and scale of the neighbourhood 

centre and if fit for purpose
• Incorporation of council-owned land.

Edgars Road Neighbourhood Shopping 
Centre

Issues/Constraints
• Privately owned – lack of council control
• Increased density is limited by

• Planning controls (Timing, process etc)
• Public engagement/agreement

T.C and walkable catchments



Thriving Neighbourhoods

Considerations include:
• Design Solutions. E.g. Consider Greening the 

Greyfields style interventions to foster better 
utilisation of the potential of the residential area. 

• Diverse forms of housing to encourage a more 
diverse population with affordable housing options

• Planning for anticipated future housing growth and 
the need to fully utilize existing community assets 
and support a viable neighbourhood shopping 
centre.

Residential housing diversity and planning 
for change

Issues/Constraints
• Existing Policy limitations v expectations to achieve 

appropriate density. E.g. Local Policy, current zoning, 
overlays, walkable catchments

• Planning rezoning is an encumbering process e.g. Studies 
required, right Overlays/Zoning/Schedule Considerations

• Community Engagement – may have resistance to 
change Zoning, TC's and interfaces



Considerations include:
• Innovative design solutions to breaking down 

barriers and improving safety, accessibly and 
inclusivity

• Fostering relationships between land uses to 
ensure spaces are shared, safe and protected 
for all types of users. Gender, sexual orientation, 
age, culture etc

• A great place for youth to meet within existing 
land uses

• Challenges of involvement with private land-
owners surrounding the Hub and how best to 
motivate them to be part of the solution

• Consideration how the site will evolve over 
time. Small initiatives lead to overall visions

Other

Other Considerations



Thankyou

?
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